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Book Reviews 83 

A Text-Book op Materia Medica for Nurses. By A. L. Muirhead, 
M.D. Illustrated. C. V. Mosby Company, St. Louis. Price, $1.50. 
As the author states in the preface — "This little book .is written 
for the undergraduate nurse in training and with her needs and 
limitations constantly in mind. Its aim is to provide her with a book 
of twenty-four short chapters in which she can obtain easily and in 
language she can readily understand, the information concerning 
drugs and remedies which she needs in her calling." It would seem 
as though the author considered nurses in training as exceedingly 
limited in education and understanding. The definitions are so simpli- 
fied as to be practically meaningless. The action of drugs is but 
touched upon and the information given is indefinite and superficial. 
Such words as "quite," "almost," "about," "somewhat," "sometimes," 
are found on every page. The tracings, taken principally from Jack- 
son's Experimental Pharmacology, showing the drug action on the 
heart, lungs and other muscles, are excellent; but these are not ex- 
plained or incorporated in the text. 

Industrial Nursing for Industrial, Public Health, and Pupil Nurses 
and for Employers of Labor. By Florence Swift Wright, R.N. 
The Macmillan Company, New York. Price, $1.25. 

So far as we know, the trained nurse entered industry first in 
1895, and is still looked upon as a pioneer in this work. There are 
as yet no fixed standards of work and few have had training for this 
particular branch of public health nursing. At the present time 
nurses are employed in mills, factories, laundries, tanneries, depart- 
ment stores, and hotels; in mining villages and by insurance com- 
panies, by banks, and trust companies; consequently there must be 
an exceedingly varied service. Methods, records, equipment, etc., 
will present a separate problem with each industry. The scope of 
the industrial nurse's activities is almost as varied as industry itself. 
"The industrial nurse, as well as other public health nurses, may 
assist in solving two problems : the making of good American citizens, 
as well as the care of sick workers. She teaches the worker and his 
family in plant and home how to live in order to keep well and how 
to avail himself of proper medical care when sick or injured. Efforts 
for the care of the sick worker are gradually developing into the care 
of the well worker himself, to keep him well, and into the care of his 
workrooms, house, and community conditions, in order to keep him 
and also his family, in good health." This book is an authoritative 
presentation of the principles of industrial nursing and, as far as 
possible, of the duties of the nurse. It is an interesting and practical 
manual either for the industrial nurse already in the field, or as a 
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text-book for those wishing to prepare for work in an occupation 
where well equipped, efficient women are being sought for in con- 
stantly increasing numbers. 

A Text-Book of Chemistry for Nurses. By Fredus N. Peters, 
A.M., Ph.D. C. V. Mosby Company, St. Louis. Price, $1.75. 
In the nursing profession, Chemistry is now recognized as a 
most important study, because this science enters so largely into 
every phase of everyday life. The student cannot understand Phys- 
iology, Dietetics, Bacteriology, Materia Medica without at least a 
superficial knowledge of Chemistry. Dr. Peters has written an ex- 
cellent text-book, simple in construction, so all may understand ; prac- 
tical in application ; and containing interesting, homely details. More 
space has been given to the familiar substances which enter into the 
daily life of the nurse, and less to the unimportant (to the nurse) sub- 
stances. A variety of tables in the appendix give, in a concise form, 
essential information. Each chapter is followed by review questions 
which make an excellent outline for study. 

The Operations of Obstetrics. By Frederick Elmer Leavitt, M.D. 

With 248 Illustrations. C. V. Mosby Company, St. Louis. 

Price, $6.00. 

In this comprehensive volume the subject of obstetrics from the 
operator's point of view is presented. It embraces the surgical pro- 
cedures and management of the more serious complications. The 
excellent illustrations are from specially prepared drawings made by 
the author, or by his artist, George M. Ericson. 

The Don Quixote of Psychiatry. By Victor Robinson. Published 
by the Historico-Medical Press, 206 Broadway, New York. 
Price, $2.00. 

Dr. Robinson is already known to the medical profession by his 
Essays in Medical History; An Essay on Hasheesh; and a series of 
biographical sketches of Pathfinders in Medicine. He writes in an 
easy, popular style that holds one's interest. The present volume is 
a short history of American medicine centering around the life and 
work of Dr. Shobal Vail Clevenger and includes brief sketches of the 
professional people with whom Dr. Clevenger came in contact. 



